
Steveston's Legacy Unveiled

-Marie Fenwick

On August 30th, MP John Cummins, MLA John Yap, 
Mayor Malcom Brodie, members of city council and 
other dignitaries visited the Cannery for the unveiling of 
Steveston's Legacy.  The sculpture depicts three workers 
from Steveston's fishing heyday in the 1930s and is a 
tribute to all workers whose efforts led to the 
development of Steveston as a fishing industry hub. The 
location is significant for the Greczmiel Family, who has 
made a donation to the Steveston Legacy project in 
honour of Thomas Howard. The blacksmith shop where 
Howard made guards for gill-netters almost a century 
ago was located 50 meters from the site where the statue 
now stands.

The inspiration for the statue arose in 1960 when two 
students, Norm Williams and Keith Lowes, transferred to 
Steveston High School from other parts of the Lower 
Mainland. They were struck by how unique their new 
community was, and talked about how to express it 
through art. “I remember Keith saying, 'there's a novel 
here', because it was such a colourful community,”

 recalls Williams. Thirty years later, at a high school 
reunion in 1992, Lowes and Williams remembered these 
discussions, and with Williams as a professional sculptor, 
the two envisioned a statue that would reflect the vitality 
and diversity of Steveston's community. They received 
support from all three levels of government, numerous 
community organizations and individual donors.

The statue has already proven to be a real draw for the 
Cannery.  On a sunny day scores of passers-by stop to 

have their picture taken with the three life-like statues.  It 
has also proved a good lure for drawing visitors into the 
Cannery to find out more about our fishing history.   Our 
own Nat McHaffie is designing some rubbing panels to 
complement the statue.    If you haven't had a chance to 
drop by and have your picture taken with the statue, 
please do!

MEMBERSHIPS MAKE 
GREAT GIFTS!

This Holiday Season, give the gift of a 
Gulf of Georgia Cannery Society 

membership.  Not only will the recipients 
be supporting a good cause, but they’ll 
enjoy complimentary admission to the 
Site and a 20% discount in the Cannery 

Store.

Available in person at the Cannery or by 
phone at 604-664-9009.  
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

Steveston’s Legacy makes a great introduction to the 
Cannery, and has proved very popular with photographers

HAVE YOU MOVED?
Let us know your new address, so we can make sure you 

get your copy of Cannery Currents.  
Call 604-664-9134 or e-mail gog.info@pc.gc.ca


